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Windows are all the rage in churches these 
days when talking about missions.  There is 
the “10/40 window” which refers to the area 
between 10 and 40 degrees north of the 
equator.  This is the area on planet Earth 
which contains the largest number of 
unreached people groups in the world.  When 
we talk about where to focus our resources in 
term of world missions in order to have the 
greatest impact for God, we often speak in 
terms of the “10/40 window.” 

In children’s ministry, we are prone to talking 
about the “4/14 window.”  The windows was 
names as such because it is between the ages 

of 4 and 14 that people are most open to spiritual input and form their spiritual views that last for the rest of 
their lives.  As such, our work in children’s ministry between these ages is of critical importance.  So when we 
speak about the mission field of children, we often speak about the 4/14 window. 

I believe the window is a fitting metaphor when it comes to missions. From a literal point of view, a window is a 
fixture that allows us to look from the inside out.  As the Church, we must constantly be looking outward 
towards those not inside our walls and our communities.  We must look through our windows to see those fields 
ripe with souls ready to be worked for Our Lord and Savior.  And, not only is a window a means of looking 
outward, it is an opening through which we can reach out and touch the world.  In a slightly more figurative 
sense, a window represents an opening.  We talk about a “window of time” during which something might 
occur.  In sports, we talk about a “window of opportunity” representing those years during which a team has 
accumulated the requisite talent to make a run at a title or championship.    It’s no surprise then that mission 
opportunities are oftentimes referred to in terms of windows. 

I am writing today to introduce a brand new mission window symbolizing one of the greatest untapped mission 
fields in our churches and in our communities.  That window is: 

The 6/50 Window  

Given the mission of our ministry, it will not surprise anyone to learn that this is the term I have coined for the 
mission field represented by children of divorce and their families.  At Divorce Ministry 4 Kids, we define the 
term “children of divorce” to include children of single parents and children whose parents were cohabitating at 
the time of their birth who subsequently dissolved that relationship.  Over the next few weeks, we will delve 
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more into the need for missionaries in this largely untapped mission field, but today we will focus on the reason 
for naming this mission field the 6/50 window. 

The “50” part of our window is relatively easy to explain and relates to the percentage of children who 
experience the divorce of their parents.  One commonly cited study indicates that 50% percent of children will 
witness the divorce of their parents1.  That study is a bit old and was published at the height of the divorce 
boom, so some additional clarification is helpful.  More and more children these days are experiencing the loss 
of their intact family not through divorce but because their parents are cohabitating when they are born and 
subsequently split up. One study found that 34% of all births are to unmarried mothers with 18% being to 
cohabiting unmarried mothers.  That means that about 53% of all births to unmarried mothers are to cohabiting 
mothers2.  A 2007 study shows that for children born to cohabiting parents, 49% experience the separation of 
their parents before age 3 (with 11% in the first six months and 22% within the first year)3.  Another study 
reflects that, by age 12, 65% of children born to cohabiting parents experience the separation of their parents4. 
The Second Annual Index of Family Belonging and Rejection found that 54.2% of children reach age 17 without 
both their biological parents married (since before or around the time of their birth)5

The 6 in our 6/50 window requires a little bit more explanation and, as you will soon see, results from the 
amalgamation of various statistical findings.  If something like 50% of all children witness and/or live with the 
dissolution of their parents’ relationship, that represents a significant number of children in need of the healing 
that ultimately comes through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  In order to determine the other side of 
our mission window, we need some way of estimating what portion of that 50% eventually enter into a personal 
relationship with Christ. 

.  Accordingly, 50% seems 
like a pretty conservative estimate of the number of children who witness the dissolution of their parents’ 
relationships (without even considering the number of kids born to single mothers who never witnessed their 
parents together).  While our mission window may actually be open even wider, it is at the very least 
represented by a 50% figure. 

We start with the number of children of divorce who would define themselves as “evangelical” or “born again.” 
In Elizabeth Marquardt’s ground breaking study discussed in her book Between Two Worlds, she found that 
41.3% of children of divorce refer to themselves as “evangelical” or “born again.6

  

”  The portion asked whether 
or not they would identify themselves as “evangelical” or “born again” is a sub-set of the entire population of 
divorced children questioned (presumably those not identifying as Christian were not asked the question about 
being born again – roughly 70% of the total population of children of divorce responded that they identified 
themselves as Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox or “Other Christian”).  As a percentage of the total population of 
children of divorce surveyed, 27.5% self-identified as born again or evangelical.  For purposes of naming our 
mission window, however, we will stick with the 41.3% as reported by Ms. Marquardt. 
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It should be noted that the number of children who self-identify as “born again” is actually higher among 
children of divorce than children from intact families which offers some encouragement for those of us who 
work with children of divorce.  Marquardt surmises that those children of divorce who do self-identify as 
Christian may be more likely to identify themselves as evangelical or born-again because the evangelical church 
is, at least, willing to talk about the issue of divorce whereas many in our culture ignore the issue all together.   

Working with the figure of 41.3% of self-identified “born again” Christians among Children of Divorce, we turn 
next to a study done by The Barna Group which determined that 25% of people who are self-professed born 
again Christians actually do not fit a very basic definition of that term7

1. They had made a personal to commitment to Jesus Christ that was still important in their life today, and  

.  Barna classified respondents as actually 
“born again” Christians if: 

2. They were certain that they would go to Heaven after they die only because they confessed their sins 
and accepted Christ as their savior. 

That means that, statistically, only 75% of people who refer to themselves as “born again” actually are based on 
Barna’s limited theological definition.  So, if 41.3% of children of divorce self-identify as born again, only 30.95% 
(41.3% * 75%) would meet Barna’s criteria for actually being born again. 

Another study conducted by The Barna Group found that only 19% of born again Christians (meeting the two 
criteria presented above) hold a biblical worldview.8

1. Moral truth is absolute and unaffected by the circumstances. 

  A biblical worldview is defined by Barna as agreeing that: 

2. The Bible is accurate in all the principles it teaches. 
3. That Satan is a real force. 
4. It is impossible for someone to earn their way into Heaven through good behavior. 
5. Jesus Christ lived a sinless life while He was on earth. 
6. God is the all-powerful, all-knowing creator of the universe who still rules it today. 

Some might argue that not all six criteria are absolutely essential to being saved.  I would disagree, but even 
given that argument, I would propose that, at the very least number 4 is absolutely essential and number 5 is 
critical.  So of our 30.95% calculated above, only 5.88% hold a biblical world view.  That means that roughly 6% 
of children of divorce are born again and hold to a biblical world view.   

In short, our mission window is represented by the percentage of children of divorce who end up as born again 
Christians with a biblical world view (on the low end) to a conservative approximation of the number of children 
who witness the dissolution of their parents’ relationship on the high end.  Within this 6/50 Window are a 
multitude of hurt and damaged souls ripe for the light and love of Jesus Christ. 
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Faced with the 6/50 window as a mission field to which the church is called, we must as the Body of Christ 
answer a series of questions including: Why do we need to focus on this window?  How is this mission field 
different than the mission field of children in general?  What does it mean to focus on children of divorce as a 
mission field?  How does living with the consequences of the dissolution of their parents’ relationship affect the 
spiritual journey of these kids?  What can we as the church do to help?  What does a missionary in the 6/50 
Window look like?  Over the next few weeks, we will answers these, and other questions, related to the 6/50 
Mission Window. 

Note: I like numbers and statistics, and we cite them frequently here on DivorceMinistry4Kids.com.  However, one 
of the frustrations in dealing with statistics is that many people will cite them without reference to the original 
source of the information.  This leaves them unverifiable and helps to explain the general distrust for statistics 
among many people.  Perhaps the old adage that “92.435% of all statistics are made up, including this one” is 
actually true.  To that end, I have endeavored to include notes referencing all of the statistics cited in this article.  
In the end, the 6/50 Window is not about specificity or preciseness.  It is about giving a name to a clear and 
present problem which the church needs to address. 
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